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The Island of Missing Trees is a 2021 novel by Turkish writer Elif Shafak. Set
in Cyprus and London, it follows a romantic relationship between a Greek Cypriot
and Turkish Cypriot.

The story has two timelines, one set in 2010s London following 16-year old Ada
Kazantzakis, and the other mainly in 1970s Cyprus, following Defne and Kostas, Ada's
parents. A third narrative voice is a fig tree, who lived in the middle of a tavern in Cyprus,
before a cutting was taken by Kostas and planted in his and Defne's English garden.

Ada's story looks at her grief with the loss of
her mother, and her exploration of her cultural
history, through her aunt Meryem's visit. The
past follows the Turkish Cypriot Defne and
Greek Cypriot Kostas falling in love on a
divided island. Kostas is sent to London to live
with his uncle, whilst Defne is left behind, with
a secret.

Through it all, the fig tree watches, offering
insight into the characters’ past, the natural
world, and the history of Cyprus. This tree in
her London garden is Ada’s only connection to
an island she has never visited -- her only
connection to her family’s troubled history and
her complex identity.

Shafak has published 21 books, both fiction
and nonfiction. She has been awarded
numerous literary awards, and has also been
involved in both political investigations and
accusations of plagiarism. Born in France, she returned to Ankara, Turkey following her
parent’s divorce and was raised by her mother and maternal grandmother. Shafak had lived
in Istanbul, and in the United States before moving to the UK. Shafak has lived

in London since 2013, but speaks of "carrying Istanbul in her soul". As of 2019, Shafak had
been in self-imposed exile from Turkey due to fear of prosecution.

Ratings: Nicola DNF, Margie 2.5, Viv 4, Hetta 4, Kim 4, Veronica 3.5, David 3.5, Sandy 3,
Pauline 3, Di 3, Dianne 3, Janet 3
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